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USDA-NRCS re-
newable energy
“guru” from Wash-
ington, Gerald
Willis, will keynote
the conference
which will be held
in Oklahoma City at the Clarion
Hotel, January 31 through Feb-
ruary 1, 2006. Willis, longtime
Alabama businessman and
legislator and an appointee of
President Bush, has been in-
strumental in providing over
$600 million of funding for re-
newable energy projects in
rural America during the last
18-months. Terry Brix of White
River, Oregon, international
businessman and inventor,
who was one of the original
directors of Microsoft, Inc. and
leads the geothermal project
effort in Oklahoma will address
conference participants on how
to use the vast natural re-
sources that Oklahoma has
available for development. Brix
said that, “Oklahoma has the
potential to become the renew-
able energy center of the na-
tion.”

The conference features a
wide array of national and in-

ternational experts who will
provide the technical and finan-
cial information needed to al-
low conference participants to
walk away knowing how to put
their project together. Carl
Smith, USDA-NRCS, Confer-
ence Coordinator, said that
“this is the first conference in
the nation that has put together
all the elements and informa-
tion needed to allow business
and individuals to be able to
put together and complete their
project.” Larry Wright, USDA-
NRCS, Conference Coordina-
tor said that “attending this
conference is a must for all
those who are serious about
renewable energy”. He said
that a national conference of
this type with this caliber of
speakers would cost hundreds
of dollars to attend, but due to
conference sponsors, it is
available to everyone for $125
for all sessions for both days.

Sponsors in this conference
include, Oklahoma Department
of Commerce, USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice, USDA- Rural Develop-
ment, Oklahoma Department of
Agriculture, Food and Forestry,
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Oklahoma Association of Rural
Electric Cooperatives, Wheat-
land, Great Plains and High
Plains Resource Conservation
and Development Councils.

Dr. John Ashworth, National
Renewable Energy Laboratory
in Golden, Colorado will speak
as well as Bill Scott, President
of Oklahoma'’s “own” Pri-
menergy, developer of one of
the first biomass gasifiers in
the nation which is now in op-
eration, gasifying rice hulls in
Arkansas, and producing
enough electricity to power
15,000 homes. The company
can also gasify 30 other com-
mon biomass materials that are
found in Oklahoma. While this
unique conference is open to
the public, seating is limited.
Call (580)735-2033 extension 4
or e-mail kim.hudson@pldi.net
for information or to make your
reservation to attend. Reser-
vations will be accepted until
January 15, 2006. For more
information or a printable regis-
tration form go to the Great
Plains RC&D website at
www.greatplainsrcd.org.
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The Dell A922 is an
affordable multifunction
that excels at copying,
scanning, and manag-
ing images.

Dell is helping Gifts in
Kind International assist
nonprofit and Title 1
Schools with programs in
the areas of education
(improving K-12 and adult
literacy), job training, in-
creasing access to educa-
tion, technology and op-
portunities for young peo-
ple; along with the physi-
cally disabled and finan-
cially disadvantaged and
other vital community ser-
vices. Organizations with
501 (c) (3) status, Indian
Reservations, and Title 1
Schools providing ser-
vices in those categories
will be the types of organi-

Gifts In Kind
International

zations qualified to re-
ceive contributions. The

Gifts in Kind International

has donated nine A922

Dell All-In-One Printers to

the Great Plains RC&D.
These printers will be
given away on a first-

come, first-served basis to

those eligible. These
printers are equipped for
small business owners
offering color printing,

scanning, and photocopy-

ing. In addition they pro-
duce great photographs.
A compatible ink car-

tridge(s) and printer cable
will be provided with each

printer. The printers will

provided on an as is ba-
sis. Great Plains RC&D
will not be responsible for
obtaining any additional
ink cartridge beyond the
initial ink cartridge(s) in-
cluded with these printers
and any printer cables,
installation, repairs, ser-
vice and other start-up
and maintenance fees
related to the printer do-
nation. If you are inter-
ested in receiving one of
these printers please con-
tact the Great Plains
RC&D at (580) 832-3661
for additional information.
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A state wide conference will
be held for the Women in
Agriculture & Small Busi-
ness the 10" and 11" of
August 2006. It will be held
at the Clarion Hotel on Me-
ridian in Oklahoma City.
This conference is going to
be a great learning experi-
ence for women interested
in learning how to make
their own business more
productive, organized, and
help you accomplish your
goals! This will also be a
great opportunity for you to
become part of a support
network with other women
involved in the same areas

of farming and small busi-
ness. This conference will
provide you with the infor-
mation needed to meet the

ceived from the last  WI-
ASB Workshop and we
hope to bring more valuable
and informative programs to

challenging roles women are you.

playing in today’s world. It
will be set up to have con-

current sessions during both

days. Each day will open

with a keynote speaker that

will be dynamic and set a
positive tone.
The planning committee

has been working extremely

hard on the preparations
and arrangements to make

sure that this will be a great

conference. We went over
all the evaluations we re-

If you are interested in at-
tending the conference, be-
ing an exhibitor, or just
wanting more information
please contact the Great
Plains RC&D office at (580)
832-3661. We hope that
you will mark your calendar
for this great event!

Southern Plains No-Till Seminar

January 19, 2006

Hollis Civic Center, Hollis, Oklahoma

A Southern Plains No-Till
Seminar will be held on
Thursday, January 19, 2006
from 9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. at
the Hollis Civic Center in
Hollis, Oklahoma. You will
need to RSVP by January
13, 2006 to HCCD, 320 N.
Main, Hollis, OK. 73550.
The phone number is 580-
688-3456, Ext. #3. This will
help with the food prepara-
tion arrangements.

Presenters and presenta-
tions for the seminar will
include:

J.C. Banks-OSU State Ex-
tension Cotton Specialist.
J.C. will discuss benefits of
no-till cotton production, va-
rieties, herbicide considera-
tions, and management us-
ing transgenic traits.

Danny Davis will bring a

wealth of no-till cotton infor-
mation to the table. He has
been no-tilling and strip tilling
since 1979 in the Canute/Elk
City area while using winter
small grain cover crops.

Jimmy Kinder is an experi-
enced no-till wheat farmer
from Walters. He runs
stocker cattle on no-till wheat
rotating graze out with grain
production. He will be shar-
ing his experience and dis-
cuss start-up operations.

Alan Mindemann is a certi-
fied crop advisor, farm man-
ager, custom farmer and
seed dealer. He is a member
of the American Society of
Agronomists. He knows
tough environments and how
important residue is to a
complete system.

Greg Scott is a Soil Scien-

tist/Project Leader for the
USDA_NRCS soil survey in
Oklahoma. He studies the
changes and improvements
in soils and helps others to
recognize the basic soil proc
esses and improvements
that accompany no-till.

Not only will you be able to
enjoy these informative top-
ics, you will also be able to
visit the Exhibitor booths!

The sponsors for the pro-
gram are Harmon, Jackson,
Greer, and Tillman County
Conservation District; NRCS
OSU; Great Plains RC&D
Association; and SWOSU.

We hope everyone can join
us on January 13, 2006 for
the Southern Plains No-Till
Seminar.

The Oklahoma Associa-
tion of RC&D Councils
will be conducting a coun-
cil member training work-
shop in mid-March. This
will be an excellent oppor-
tunity to learn more about
the Resource Conserva-
tion and Development
program along with un-
derstanding the operation
of a not-for-profit organi-
zation. Excellent speak-
ers and presenters will be
on hand to provide the

valuable insight. Topics
will cover board member
responsibilities, ethics,
and project development.
The workshop will be lo-
cated in Oklahoma City to
make it convenient for all
RC&D Councils in Okla-
homa to attend. Please
mark your calendars now
to attend this great oppor-
tunity.

Funding will be provided
through the state associa

-tion to cover lodging,
meals, and travel. Addi-
tional opportunities will be
provided to network with
other RC&D Councll
members across the state
of Oklahoma. Contact
the Great Plains RC&D
office for more details and
to have your name placed
on the attendance list by
February 15™.

Great Plains RC&D New
Project Assistant

Hi, my name is Casey
Dobbs. | joined the Great
Plains RC&D Team Novem-
ber 29, 2005 as the new Pro-
ject Assistant. | live in Cor-
dell and graduated from Cor-
dell High School in 2000. |
also completed a two-year
Cosmetology course at the
Burns Flat Technology Cen-
ter.

| have a three-year-
old daughter Kendal and was
a stay at home mom for three
years. | was currently em-
ployed at the Cordell Hospital
in Environmental Services.
So this will be a big change
for me.

My hobbies include
attending the First Assembly
of God church, spending time
with my daughter and family,
reading, listening to music,
and camping.

| am looking forward
to meeting everyone, and |
am very excited about be-
coming part of this wonderful
organization.




